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Short Description of the Aim of the Meeting:

The concept that the tumor microenvironment plays a crucial role in cancer development and especially in its progression is now widely accepted. From less than 20 publications per year with the key word “Tumor Microenvironment” up to 10 years ago, the number of publications with these key words rose, in 2006, to about 220. 

The Tumor Microenvironment is a multi factorial arena in which tumor cells engage in an active cross talk with many different cells and molecules. A comprehensive understanding of the significance of such interplays an active interaction between researchers engaged in multidisciplinary Tumor Microenvironment research is absolutely needed.

In an effort to promote such interactions, we took it upon ourselves to organize multidisciplinary international conferences on the Tumor Microenvironment. 

The International Cancer Microenvironment Society (ICMS - http://cancermicroenvironment.tau.ac.il ) was established in 2004. 

The society aims to become a driving force in promoting basic and translational research towards the development of cancer therapies that will target microenvironmental factors, thereby shifting the balance of tumor-microenvironment interactions towards the suppression of tumor and metastasis. We trust that this aim will be achieved by promoting international cooperation and by stimulating basic, translational and applied research in themes linked to cancer microenvironment. International conferences and workshops of 3-4 days are held every 2 years.

The participants in the Safed International Conference on Cancer Microenvironment are the scientific leaders in this field. They will hold in-depth discussions on cutting edge issues in cancer microenvironment research and highlight the future trends of this research. We also aim to find ways to generate interest in the international granting bodies such as NIH or EC in order to increase funding for basic, translational and applied biomedical research in this area. 

